PENNSYLVANIA BASS FEDERATION 

OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT RULES

The following rules shall apply to all events. Interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be left exclusively to the Tournament Director or his/her designee at a tournament. In the event of a rule violation, the Tournament Director may impose such sanctions, as deemed appropriate, including but not limited to; disqualification and forfeiture of prizes, entry fee,  and/or prohibition from participation in subsequent tournaments. These decisions are final at the tournament sight and are subject to the appeal process set forth below in the appeals section. 

1. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY

Tournaments are only open to current members of the Pennsylvania Bass Federation who are 16 years of age or older and listed on the most current roster. Any participant who, in the judgment of the Tournament Director, is disabled in such a manner as to unfairly hinder his/her partner or endanger the safety and well being of their partner or themselves shall not be eligible. 


During competition days of any Pennsylvania Bass Federation tournament, no competitor may operate a boat unless that contestant has documented proof of a minimum of $300,000 per occurrence boat owners liability insurance covering the boat being used in the tournament. Proof of insurance must be with the boat being used and must cover all passengers in that boat. Random checks will be conducted and any competitor who does not have proof of insurance with $300,000 coverage will be disqualified. The tournament application will contain questions pertaining to the applicant having the required insurance (if applying as a boat owner) and up to date membership in the Pennsylvania Bass Federation, the TBF and the FLW. By answering “YES” to these questions and by signing both pages of the application, the applicant has confirmed and agreed that they have met all requirements for entering a Pennsylvania Bass Federation tournament and they agree to abide by these rules and conditions set forth within. Any falsification of information will be grounds for disqualification. Only a completed and legible official application printed off the website may be submitted. Sponsors may pay entry fees. There is NO REFUND after the cutoff date.


Any member shall become ineligible to participate in District and State tournaments if a check that is issued by them would be returned not paid for any reason. A member will not be permitted to participate in any tournaments until all checks and related fees are paid to the treasurer. Note TBF/FLW will be notified of such ineligibility as well. 

2. PRACTICE AND COMPETITION

During State Tournaments, the “official practice” period will be from the Monday before the first tournament day until 3pm on the last day preceding the the first tournament day, also the meeting day, at which time the tournament waters will be off limits except during tournament hours. During the official practice and tournament, a competitor may not “SKIN DIVE” OR “SCUBA DIVE” in the tournament waters. No competitor may buy or barter a fishing location from any other competitor for use during any competition. During the official competition days of the tournament, a competitor may not use a CB radio, a VHF marine-band radio, a cellular phone, or any other type of communication device for the purpose of locating or catching fish. Competitors are permitted to transmit by radio or telephone in the event of an emergency, attend to family matters or conduct business. If so equipped, competitors may listen to the marine-band weather information. A designated tournament official shall be granted access to the competitor's boat at any time during the competition days. Failure to grant such access shall result in immediate disqualification. Each competitor agrees to report to the Tournament Director any violation or infraction of any Tournament Rules. Failure to report violations, or suggestions to another competitor that they violate these rules, or false verification of weigh-in forms will be cause for disqualification. By signature on the official entry form, each competitor agrees to submit to a polygraph examination and abide by its conclusion should he/she be accused of any rule violation. The Tournament Director shall have the discretion to determine the need for a polygraph examination. The Tournament Director or his/her designee shall be responsible for selecting an independent expert to administer and interpret the results and establishing, in consultation with the expert administrator, the scope of the questions which may be asked during the polygraph examination. The Tournament Director or his/her designee shall attempt to have the location of such polygraph examination as close in proximity to the angler’s permanent address or such other mutually convenient location as possible. The competitor shall make himself/herself available at the location selected by the Tournament Director and shall cooperate in all respects with such examination. Anglers shall be responsible for the cost of the polygraph examination but shall be reimbursed if the test is passed. Failure to submit to the polygraph examination will result in permanent disqualification from ALL TBF and Pennsylvania Bass Federation events/activities and may subject the member to disqualification from FLW events as well. 

3. REGISTRATION AND TOURNAMENT TIMES

Each competitor must check-in and register in person with the official staff at the time and place designated. Failure to register in person during the prescribed hours without prior approval of the Tournament Director shall result in disqualification, NO EXCEPTIONS. For two-day tournaments, registration is at the pre-tournament meeting the night before. A member may have someone represent them at the pre-tournament meeting with the advance approval of the Tournament Director. That representative is required to be present at the meeting and obtain the the boat number and meet with the assigned partners. 


Tournaments end at the close of the scales. For two-day tournaments, the tournament will end at the close of the scales of the second day; no participant may enter the tournament waters between check-in on day 1 and launch on day 2 without the permission of the Tournament Director and then only to test repaired equipment. Participants arriving to the tournament by boat must return to their docking place by the most direct route possible and may not conduct any fishing related activities. 


Tournament starting time and check-in times are decided by the State Tournament Director or District Tournament Director. All tournaments should be conducted with a trickle start. The trickle start will begin with boats being called by order from a random draw. A drive by boat inspection will be conducted when possible for unpaired boaters. The inspection shall consist of: 1) Live wells open and running. 2) Life jackets on both contestants zippered and or snapped 3) Running lights up and on as necessary 4) Kill switch attached to the operator's person and tested as the boat pulls away. Failure of any of the above items automatically puts the boat to the last position of the launch and requires that the failed equipment be repaired before boat can re-enter the tournament. For paired boaters, the co-angler will verify all of the above. 

4. SAFETY AND PARTICIPATION

Any angler deemed to be operating their boat in a careless or reckless manner may either have their days weight disqualified, be disqualified from the tournament and may even be disqualified from tournaments for an extended period of time. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times, especially with regard to boating and angling in the vicinity of non-competitors who may be on tournament waters. Use of alcohol or drugs (other than those purchased over-the-counter or prescribed by a licensed physician that DO NOT carry  warning against operating machinery etc) by any competitor during the official practice or during the tournament will not be tolerated and shall be cause for automatic disqualification from this and all future Pennsylvania Bass Federation tournaments. No alcoholic beverages, other stimulants or depressants, shall be allowed in the boats during the official practice or competition days, or when in the weigh in area. If any contestant is, in the opinion of the tournament director, (providing situation is made known) is physically unable or not able to safely compete, the contestant will be disqualified. If an angler shows up at a tournament with the smell of alcohol on their breath, or is deemed to be under the influence of any intoxicant, they shall be immediately disqualified from the tournament, and placed on prohibition for one year of active membership in the Pennsylvania. Bass Federation; no refunds of entry fees will be considered.. If they refuse to cooperate, the tournament director shall notify the local law enforcement agency. 


Tournaments are Angler/Co-Angler format. Anglers shall fish from the front of the boat and decide on fishing locations. Co-anglers will fish from the back deck of the boat only but may travel anywhere on the boat to land a hooked fish. The Co-Angler, at the request of the Angler, may run the trolling motor in the event of an emergency or adverse weather conditions. BUT IN NO CASE WILL THE CO-ANGLER BE ALLOWED TO FISH from the front of the boat and at no time is the angler allowed to fish from the back of the boat. Any Angler who, in the judgment of the tournament director, operates the boat in a manner that unfairly handicaps their Co-Angler partner will be disqualified for that day, provided a written protest is filed and upheld. 

5. TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT

Use of nets and grippers for landing bass is allowed during tournament competition. The handle of the net is not to exceed 6.5 feet. Contestants may assist in netting each others fish. Only artificial lures and biodegradable artificial lures may be used. No “live bait” or “prepared bait” will be permitted during competition, with the exception of pork strips or rinds. Use of underwater cameras will be permitted in practice periods only. A treble hook lure is considered one lure. Only ONE casting, spin casting or spinning rod (8 foot maximum length from butt of handle to rod tip) and reel may be used at any one time. Other rigs as specified above may be in boat ready for use; however, only ONE is permitted in use at any given time. Snagged line-lures must be retrieved or broken off immediately before any other rod may be used. 


All bass must be caught live and in a conventional sporting manner. Anyone guilty of snatching or snagging visible fish will have their catch disqualified. When visually fishing or fishing for bedding bass, to be counted as a legal fish, all bass must be hooked inside the mouth and must be verified by your partner before being unhooked 

6. HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS

Boat lengths less than 15 feet with a maximum capacity plate rating of less than 25 horsepower are not permitted, with the exception of “small boat “tournaments, where horsepower is restricted,. All Pennsylvania Bass Federation State Tournaments will carry a minimum horsepower restriction of 40 horsepower. All District tournaments will have a minimum horsepower of 25. Small boat tournaments shall be permitted provided they meet all other tournament rules with the following exceptions, (a) are to be conducted on lakes restricted to a maximum of a 20 HP motor or less, (b) 14 feet minimum length, with rating of at least 20 horsepower, (c) no kill switch required but highly recommended. “Jet” powered boats will be allowed in all State and District tournaments as long as they conform to the regulations placed on propeller driven craft. MAXIMUM HORSEPOWER FOR ALL OUTBOARD MOTORBOATS USED IN TOURNAMENT COMPETITION WILL BE 250 HP. Horsepower cannot exceed the limitations set by the U.S. Coast Guard. When required, each boat must have a U.S. Coast Guard horsepower rating plate attached to the boat by the manufacturer. The horsepower of the outboard engine must NOT exceed the rating specified on this plate nor the horsepower maximum set by the Pennsylvania Bass Federation. Each competitor agrees to submit, by his signature on the official entry form, the boat and outboard motor used in the tournament, to an inspection by factory-trained personnel if there is any reason to suspect the horsepower is in excess of the rating. Normal maintenance of engines is allowed. Changing or altering standard factory parts of a competitor’s engine to increase the horsepower over the factory horsepower rating is forbidden, and will result in disqualification. Falsifying information on entry forms or altering the horsepower rating numbers on the engine is also cause for immediate disqualification. 

7. BOAT AND MOTOR 


All boats must conform to Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission laws and to any additional laws that may be required for waters fished. For the safety of all competitors during official practice and competition, ALL BOATS MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH AN APPROVED TYPE OF OPERABLE IGNITION KILL SWITCH AND LANYARD AND BE ATTACHED TO THE OPERATOR any time the combustion engine is in gear. Any time the combustion engine is operating and in gear there must be a driver in the driver's seat in full control of the boat. Fishing boats that are 16 feet or more in length may be used. Any raised platforms or decks cannot be higher than the gunnels of the boat. Standing on the outboard engine or seats while fishing is not allowed. An electric trolling motor may be used for slow maneuvering. However, trolling as a method of fishing is prohibited. All anchors must be inside the boat or secured by an additional safety-locking device while underway. All BLADDER tanks and any other type of AUXILIARY gas tanks that are not sold by the boat manufacturer are prohibited. Additional gas tanks that are factory options and installed by a manufacturer’s authorized dealer are permitted. Boats that do not have factory installed gas tanks are restricted to a maximum of 18 gallons of gasoline in tanks that meet U.S. Coast Guard regulations. Gas tanks must be properly secured or strapped in a boat. No portable gas tanks or containers capable of holding gasoline can be placed anywhere on the tournament waters or shoreline for use by any tournament competitor. No “barges” or similar craft will be permitted. It has been determined that boats equipped with “stick steering” present greater than normal safety hazards, therefore no boats so equipped will be allowed. 

8. BASIC BOAT EQUIPMENT

During practice and competition, every boat must have all required Coast Guard safety equipment as well as a functional bilge pump. During competition every boat must have LIVE WELL SPACE, PROPERLY AERATED, TO ADEQUATELY MAINTAIN ALIVE A LIMIT CATCH OF BASS. Every competitor’s boat must have a 10-gallon minimum separate or divided live well, properly aerated to adequately maintain (alive) a limit of bass for both anglers using the boat. Flashlight battery operated aerators are not acceptable. Tournament officials shall have the sole responsibility for determining whether aeration and capacity is proper and adequate. Anglers (Boaters) must make a back seat available for Co-Angler (Rider) each competition day. 

9. BOAT IDENTIFICATION

At registration / check-in, each competitor will be given a boat number which will remain with the boat. This number must be displayed upon the request of tournament officials and at each check-in. 

10. BOAT OPERATION AND EXPENSE

In view of the high expense involved in operating and maintaining a tournament bass boat, it is suggested that the Co-Angler partner share, at minimum, the cost of gas and oil for the competition day. Each partner shall be financially responsible for any damage caused by him or her. Failure to do so by the responsible party, shall result in suspension from fishing Pennsylvania Bass Federation tournaments until the expense for such damage is satisfied. Launch fees on competition days, shall be a shared expense by Angler and Co-Angler 

11. PERMITTED FISHING LOCATIONS

Tournament waters shall be established by the Tournament Director for each tournament. Each competitor must obtain this information from the Tournament Staff. Fishing on tournament waters is permitted anywhere except all areas deemed off-limits by the Tournament Director and any other waters so posted by sign or buoy. If a buoy or sign indicates Keep Out, No Fishing, or No Boats, this also means that you can not cast past the buoy or sign either. Off limits to boats and anglers means off limits to lures also. All angling must be from the competition boat.  

12. COMPETITORS MUST REMAIN IN BOAT

During the competition days, competitors must not depart the boat to land fish or to make the boat more accessible to fishing waters. Boats must remain in tournament waters during tournament days. Competitors must leave from and return to official checkpoints by boat. Competitors must remain in the boat at all times except in case of dire emergency or with permission from the Tournament Director. In such an emergency, or with permission from the Tournament Director, competitors may be removed from their boat to either a boat operated by other competitors or a rescue boat.


In the event of a disabled boat, the angler must secure the boat in a fixed location; it is not allowed to drift freely. If an angler does not want to secure and leave his boat, the co-angler may return to the weigh in with another competitor. In order for their catch to count, it must be able to be maintained alive and separate from the rescue competitor's catch. If both the angler and co-angler board a competitor's boat or rescue boat, their catch must be maintained separate and alive in order for it to count at weigh-in


In the event of a needed restroom break, partners are allowed to leave the boat upon which all fishing must cease until partners are back together in the boat.


In the event of a mechanical failure where a repair is going to be attempted that requires the boat to be removed from the tournament waters, the angler must contact the Tournament Director and advise him of where the failure will be corrected. The Tournament Director, if there is time left in the tournament day, can authorize a re-launch of the competitor's boat.


At no time will a boat that was trailered back to the weigh-in site have their catch weighed-in. 

 13. OFFICIAL CHECKPOINT 


There shall be only one official check point for launch in the morning and one official check-in point in the afternoon, which shall be designated at the tournament meeting. Failure to go through boat check and launch in the morning may result in disqualification, unless authorized by the Tournament Director, but failure to check-in at the check-in point in the afternoon will result in disqualification. 


At the time of launch, all competitors and their boats shall be in full conformity with all rules set forth by the Tournament Director. At check-in, all boats shall identify themselves and proceed immediately to the designated weigh-in area. Partners shall attempt to remain together, in the event that partners can not remain remain together, such as a trailer weigh-in, the livewell lids shall remain closed  at all times. 

14. SCORING 

Tournament winners shall be determined by the total weight of each competitor’s catch during the competition days of the tournament less any penalties. Only Largemouth, Smallmouth and Spotted bass will be weighed. The limit shall be five (5) of the above species per day, unless otherwise specified by tournament officials or local rule (example – hot weather/fish care concerns). At no time shall a competitor have in his or her possession more than the tournament limit. Tournament officials may conduct on the water checks for violation of this provision and in the event a competitor has more than the above-described limit in possession, shall cull down to the limit described, beginning with the largest bass first. The only exception to this rule is that a competitor may have one fish over the prescribed limit while actively culling. No fishing may be done by that angler until they only have the tournament limit in their possession. 


The official length for bass shall be determined by local laws and announced by the Tournament Director at the Tournament Meeting or at the start of the tournament. Only bass as described above which measure the official length or more shall be weighed. Bass presented for weigh-in, which fail to measure the official length shall be culled out and will result in a one (1) pound penalty which shall be assessed against against the largest fish. In the event a competitor presents more than two (2) short fish, the competitors weight for the day shall be zero (0). The “Gator Grip Golden Rule” will be the official measuring board of the Pennsylvania Bass Federation. For each legal dead bass presented to weigh-in officials, the competitor shall be penalized 8 oz per dead fish (.50 lb. on digital scales) to be deducted from their daily score. Any bass that appears to have been mangled, mashed, mauled or otherwise altered will not be weighed. 


After competitors check in at the official checkpoint they MUST present ALL fish in their possession to a tournament official to be counted, measured and weighed with exception of a short fish culled prior to going to the dink tank. There shall be no “courtesy” dinks. Any competitor found not to have weighed all the bass in their possession after check in will be disqualified from the tournament (not just that day). Once a competitor’s catch is measured, counted and verified by a tournament official, that competitor may not return to the boat until their catch has been weighed and recorded. It is the competitors responsibility to verify their weigh slip prior to leaving the weigh in table; any competitor can ask that their catch be re-weighed as long as they have not left the weigh-in table. 


Bass shall not be stringered at any time during the tournament. Culling tags or clips are allowed. Each competitor must present their own catch to the weigh-in official. After the competitor has delivered their catch to the weigh master, they may not touch said catch until weigh-in procedure is completed. Weigh-in will be conducted with every effort to conserve the resource. Only official specially designed weigh-in bags which increase survival rate designated and furnished by the Tournament Director will be used, as well as the number of bags to be used . No fish will be weighed if not in the official bag.


A fish determined by the weigh master or Tournament Director to be dead or short shall be recorded as such. Any argument by the competitor may result in disqualification for the tournament day or for the entire tournament.

15. CATCH AND RELEASE: CULLING OF DEAD BASS IS PROHIBITED 


Angler's are required to maintain their catch alive and healthy and release said catch in a manner described by the Tournament Director at the completion of weigh-in. It is suggested in warm weather tournaments anglers keep extra ice for fish care. Contestants are allowed to purchase ice on the water from a retail store. At no time shall a dead bass be culled.
16. LATE PENALTY 

Competitors who are not at the official check in point at the appointed time shall be penalized at the rate of one pound per minute (this applies to to both anglers in the boat). The late penalty shall be deducted from the total weight of his/her catch that day, including any weight to be counted toward a “big bass award”, and in no case shall a competitor be allowed to make up “lost time” due to any circumstances. The only exception to the check in time is in the event of a contestant rendering assistance to a disabled boat, towing another contestant in, a boating accident or some other life-threatening emergency, in any of these cases the event must be verified. Any competitor more than 15 minutes late shall record a zero for that day's weight. 

17. TIE BREAKER



For a two day events, ties will be resolved in the following order: 

(1) Largest number of legal fished weighed during competition

(2) Largest number of live fish weighed during competition

(3) Heaviest single day catch during competition


If the tie is not broken by applying the above procedures, the tie will remain. Monetary prizes for each competitor will be awarded in equal amounts. Points will be awarded for the place of the tied position with each competitor being awarded equal points. 


For one day events, ties will be resolved in the following order:

(1) Largest number of legal fish weighed,

(2) Largest number of live fish weighed . 


If the tie is not broken by applying the foregoing procedures, the tie will remain. Monetary prizes for each competitor will be awarded in equal amounts. Points will be awarded for the place of the tied position with each competitor being awarded equal points.


NOTE: AT NO TIME SHALL LUNKER BE USED TO BREAK A TIE IN ANY PENNSYLVANIA BASS FEDERATION EVENT.

18. PAIRINGS 


Every effort will be made so that contestants from the same club will not fish together, nor shall two competitors fish together for more than one day; the Tournament Director has sole discretion to modify this rule if necessary to facilitate running the tournament. Partners will be paired by random draw. Announcement of your first-day and second-day partner shall be made at the Tournament Meeting. It shall be the responsibility of each partner to appear at a mutually agreed upon location with sufficient time remaining to check-in at the official checkpoint and start on time. Tournament officials shall have no responsibility for finding missing partners. The Tournament Director, at his/her sole discretion, may reassign partners prior to the morning take-off. If more anglers than co-anglers are entered in the tournament, anglers will be allowed to fish alone but shall not fish alone both days of a two (2) day event; the Tournament Director has sole discretion to modify this rule if necessary to facilitate running the tournament . If the number of co-anglers exceeds the number of anglers, excess co-anglers may choose to change to boater status or have their entry transferred or refunded. Excess co-anglers in this situation will be removed based on date and time the entry was received.; last one in, first one out.

19. RULES VIOLATIONS, PROTESTS AND APPEALS COMMITTEE

Protests filed by a competitor must be in writing and signed within 15 minutes of the close of the scales on the last day of the tournament.



Rules violations and Protests ruled on by the Tournament Director at the tournament are not up for discussion. If a competitor disagrees with the Tournament Directors decision, they may appeal the decision in writing to the State Tournament Director within seven (7) days; emails accepted. The appeal must contain the following:

(1) Full name, address and phone number of person filing the appeal.

(2) A statement of what happened and why you are appealing the decision. 


Once the appeal is received by the State Tournament Director it will be reviewed for the required content. The State Tournament Director will then either require additional information from the appellant or send it as submitted to theseven (7) District Tournament Directors. The District Tournament Directors shall submit their vote via email to the State Tournament Director within seven (7) days. The State Tournament Director shall also vote on the appeal and majority rule will decide the appeal. In the event of a tie, the information shall be forwarded by the State Tournament Director to the President who shall cast the tie breaking vote. Once an ruling is made on an appeal it is final and there is no further recourse.

20. BIG FISH AWARDS 

Any Pennsylvania Bass Federation tournament Big Fish pool will be run independently, no tournament director will be responsible for the collecting or disbursing of monies. The Pennsylvania Bass Federation shall not be a responsible party in any tournament’s Big Fish cash award. If a Big Fish award is given, it shall be a live fish when weighed 

